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Throughout history, Western philosophers have buried women's characters under the category of

"men's nature." Feminist theorists, responding to this exclusion, have often been guilty of this

exlcusion as well â€“ focusing only on white, middle-class women and treating others as inessential.

Inessential Woman is an eloquent argument against white, middle-class bias in feminist theory. It

warns against trying to seperate feminist thinking and politics from issues of race and class, and

challenges the assumption of homogeneity that underlies much of feminist thought.
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I read excerpts from this book for a Feminist philosophy class I took last semester at Mount Holyoke

College. Now I am taking a class with professor Spelman and she is enthusiastic and wonderful and

absolutely fascinating. I highly recommend her writings. Although I can't give much than a surface

review of this book as I've only read a couple of essays from it, but I highly recommend you look into

it. That class blew me away because it was my first REAL encounter with feminism. It is so

wonderful to be exposed to this stuff. In fact, it's essential. As a woman it spoke to me, but I still

wish there were more male feminists out there. Feminism needs to lose its bad rap and men need to

realize it's a humanist way of being.
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